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Effect of flaxseed and cannula seed on digestibility and some of blood parameters in Kurdish
ewes durring late gestation period
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This experiment was conducted to evaluate the effect of flaxseed and cannula seed on feed
intake, body weight, nutrient digestibility, rumen fermentation and some blood parameters,
in late gestation period of Kurdish ewes. Thirty-six ewes were randomly assigned to one of
the four groups. Ewes in control group did not receive any seed. In other groups, ewes
received 6% DM of cannula seed, 6% DM flaxseed or 3% cannula and 3% flaxseed (DM).
There was no difference in feed intake, body weight, and nutrient digestibility among the
groups(P>0.05). However, cannula seed improved fat digestibility (P>0.05). Flaxseed
(6%DM) increased blood glucose, total cholesterol and insulin levels but decreased rumen
ammonia nitrogen and blood urea nitrogen (P<0.05). results showed that flaxseed, cannula
seed or mix of the oilseeds hadn't negative effects on rumen fermentation, and were

improved some of ewe blood parameters during late gestation.

HKey words: Flaxseed, Cannula seed, Kurdish Ewes, Gestation, Blood Parameters }
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