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Effect of different levels of dietary Urtica dioica leaf powder on growth performance, small
intestine morphology and ascites indicators in broiler chickens reared in Shahrekord
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In the current research, the effect of different levels of dietary Urtica dioica leaf powder was
investigated on growth performance, small intestine morphology and ascites indicators in broiler
chickens reared in Shahrekord. A total of 240 one-day old male Ross 308 broiler chicks were used in
a completely randomized design with 4 treatments and 4 replicates of 15 birds in each pen in an
experimental period for 42 days. The experimental treatments included control group (without
Urtica dioica leaf powder) and three levels of Urtica dioica leaf powder (0, 0.5, 1, and 1.5%). The
results of this experiment showed that the dietary inclusion of Urtica dioica leaf powder resulted to
improvement in body weight gain and feed conversion ratio (P<0.05). The dietary utilization of 1
and 1.5 percent Urtica dioica leaf powder increased villus height and width and its absorptive
surface area in different parts of small intestine (duodenum, jejunum and ileum) as compared with
control group. Also, the dietary inclusion of 1 and 1.5 percent Urtica dioica leaf powder prevented
right ventricular hypertrophy and increased the expression of Superoxide dismutase 1 (SOD1) and
Catalase genes in liver tissue of broilers. Generally, the results of this study showed that the use of 1
and 1.5 percent of medicinal plant Urtica dioica can be beneficial in prevention of pulmonary
hypertension syndrome (PHS) in broiler chickens reared at high altitudes.

—[ Key words: Ascites, Broilers, Growth, Urtica dioica, Intestinal morphology. }

35S Lula Ha (Yo Julian) wes . Ol 1, gy
b 0T 53 O Hled 5 ods Jadin 695 S 5w (05S |
225 6 5 e s 0 LS B AL e Rl
Gl s ol B3 5 B el Sl 4 T S
30 Gl ST S s ek Salg o s el
S0 s 3 Shae 3 Ll (V1Y 01, s Wideman)
My RIF e & eld (Bl O3S alS Lol
et 0T s 4 5 358 oo 058715157 (oIS,
2 ol T g Gl e s 51 (Sl e BT s
el ST IS sy O 35T s 505 YL O HLid 4 ,le

SISl Sl (0 5mST 5lb 28 L 8 s glasr o 3

Loy 5 odkd ad)le oyl dnun g Comgo oS b o 2530 515T

s Baghbanzadeh) wli o s by 2l b (5,8 55 dats

YRR
OSan gl Sl e GO 5 Coner B3I Dbl 4
Col wils gry BB diy ol Caie (Jle>
A 303,86 S5 ol (Yoo Summers 5 Leeson)
S S Ly S 3 (6 Rt bRy st aas
el ails g 5 55 1y bl gladely Js Sl 03 S sloul
(Laseals) O3S 0S5 puze Slaplll L) Cls pde
el (slately e 51 (L 5 ) 0iiS” (pnals (slaplit
O Sl as)le ol (S ple slags,linl S5 4 o8 ol
O, 5 Havenstein) ol wsl sl s, YU
S50 YL O 5L 55 e (o ags sy o a4y (Yo
(Y LK 5 Wideman)ast s o581 5508
NV e Yern) ad o Gblis 53 & (g)lawd G55 Sl o

O 5l SIS i pard b S (Los pelaw

%ﬁ%/w



...ﬁaﬁ)iﬁfoggj)JxJMC}b;‘

okl s 01,1 s 68 oS ST, .ol Urticacea
5 plans 35,2l Olghol Wle 68 0 5 28 18 5 Jbob
ol (vy) Yalcin, Otles .(\wvs s 5,5 ol DLaS
Wl Jsb SLS 5 31 oYL lie gyl 68 olS Sisls
dl DS 5 5 bl s 555,87 ¢l (alE (slady 2l
ol (805 58 el S ) (SCBIST sl e 5555
5 Sl S5l o 5 S 5 ol Sl el 68 5
23 p 8 er 03 3940 65 68 5 435 e J g5 LS 5 Ol
ST e S a g bl & S asle 0 8
wo)le 5 sy VL O Sl Sy el Ll oS
2 2prsn DS G| ST Sl G ol 5o T
Slaatle 5 0335 $3dsos o She ;65 oS S,
SUd 35S Ll b 5o 8 288 Gl sz 53 ST L b e

&ldjfﬂj; wjﬂ:)}/ﬂcwb)‘}bk;‘

by 59y 9 3Mg0

oSty Slidos oSl 55 VWA ol e 53 andlas oyl
o 51 e YVe s ol s S s oty (65,58
Lyl b o)l o 53 (238 08K, s n As 2l L)
ankad YF4 5ldad g game 53 235 koi o walp GLaT 4 1) (oS g
SiolaT s V8 3 YAy wesT 288 s S 4
e S FFID 555 5l b (0y 2 53 0355 &S5 4 g 40 10)
Cabya 1y islesT Glao o 5 Ldd Jidy Solal Oy @
SLL L Gl 457 L g S 5 )3 (gl glae o s S
ST Sliios o ol by okl aos (gdie ol
336l sy ods a5 UFFDA i3l 0 5 oSGS7L (144F)
a5 (S350 YY-F) Wiy 5 (B35, V-1 ) 03T o550
Jsb 53 . 5 513 08 5 szt 53 55T 5 b a5 () Jsar)
S s s, Cele VY o5 wly &K Sl 0nso
e 3 p3 sl win s Il glos s eslizal (b el
LY b pler a1y 3L Kslo o ys Yo 5 YO XY 5 4
1 g N g e Y N 37 JUP P

(Y10a ¢ of,Kes s Amadipour)

@%ﬂ%/w

S sles gl olT sl (YA DeCuypere
e 05 S sh 53 olasdan a3 (b o dies
S3 Olge 45 LT )3 el S e 4 T sl
w1l ol it SILLL Sl 5 Lgd o alid 058 Jled
o3ls STy s S0 3l (SOl b olazl e b
Ll (glo iy L 2S5 pord 5 e 4 ol 5o s
bossn by DNA Gus ansT L 5 i Ol
sI5T I sl, (v # Speisky 5 Fellenberg) 54 .
#3535 3 Jisl Sy las,uS st 53 s @
JS 5 dess 53 25 anb Ll 50 sk e A5 e
4 Jodd US55l ST Gl 5o (B pas 0S|
Lz 5 084y Halliwell) s.e o 55T cLdSsl,
5 Ao LT LSl Wy 05T jlas hals
) 5ok 8 gy 5 AS G slid e 4 ol ol
& ol s e Sl OsllnSTy G b S T
sKellY) s 0 6505 05 5L 5l Lol w55 o gast
(B35 = (o ey LOILST| pae 1 511447 01, Kn
D5 L 4 Ve 235 Glaer i 3 IS oSas 5 S
5 pdr oo S oKas ol ol adeie (g YU
Jolse i 55 O o5 dw gl 5 O 5> (Gdae 5l 50 Ol
5 0dd O 3,15 A8l 5 o & B o Sam ST3le (285
S () LS s Miller) wps T st
o 1y (gdie 5lge Sl eslizul 033L ¢ ol S oKy Hlsle s
5SS Ol 4 ety 0L oja el aas . 13 ST
b s eds 6sT ALl O 4 ool DLS o rage
S50 pls 5 Ol Glagg)lan Oloys S (oo Oode 5 (S
LS (Yoor 0L 5 Viegi) k5,8 s 5 eslinl
dibe SLS 5l 5 Ll gy, ol (ol
© slse ol Y1y Swiatkiewicz s Hanczakowska)
ST Ly g 5 g ok ¢ eS| BT 05 S A5 S
Lsdr Ol A3y 2 Shes (IR Carse el e
(oals OLlE Ll 51 S (e F ol s Namkung)
o3l 5l « laze Urtica dioica oo pb L 8 il o 65



ay 9 T (lroygs 55 walis 09,8 (sbao yuar (Giko Slgo S i g ouidd Sl I3l — ) Jgus

OA/F OV/A Y
Y'Y/ YA/? b g S
Y74 ¥ b o250
VO VO RCgrre
\Ax \IA% Solend ‘..:....lf ©3
V/0 Vo XN
Wiy Wiy S
n o/ o see—DL
- - L1 s il -L
AL AL PPN W
VYD /Y0 Tl s JoSo
0 > 30 ok dwle (SdRo 3Mg0

. v (0,5 2 53 IS ) Sl 5 Lo 6 (5551
4/ YV/0 (Ao y0) s 55
/¥ AT (Ao y3) oy see
</VY /A (A2 )3) (s + (gt
/Y \TALd (4 33) o5
/A /AY (Ae)3) g 5
\TAT VYA (Ao 3) 3,1
/M +/40 (s y3) rﬂlf
/¥ Wias s b

A pAIS g 2 3Kale By 5 435 S s 409 aoys VO 5 ) /D yyolis coip 4 F 5T oY cislosl glalogs o)

Vo day 2SN (53,105 shen 0 (FESOS (paT Slilpu) ol 05 oo A0 (5850 aaST) 5K 13505 g0 el |y ) plie STygs 0,5oLS a0 Sane olye JaSa!
S e I (il ) porile 5 0 (oo ) oS D) 0y 15 (o Ve (CUSOg e Dlilgs) o tp 5 e

fellolln w2ty 1) E bty s llallis amly YO+ + Dy ppralityy s llallinm a1y Ve oo A aaliyg sagii oo ol ) 2 palie STyg o5k o o inaliyy oS!
VIO cremS 93500 10,5 oo (VO (ogas tp S koo 1D «Selg el 105 oo YO il 10,5 oo ¥ e gdgn; 1,8 oo <10V BL2 aliyg 5 s VIV K el
Pk V3 ol g p S e B0 LIS S 10 S re A Sl sl 10 5 e

el IS 5 Aol 35 es oils ol p s S Lawg 3 (85 5 5 yop 05k el o ol 2lesT (slajles
el 4% islsT & o 5 38 s OT 4 (V-YO-A) o3 V0 5\ /0 pslie ol 55 4 F 5 Y lales
uprj)égﬁrchﬁq‘%J}AiLw.ki‘ﬁJb}Jim .Mr&?wﬂaﬁb—uaﬁjbfﬁbﬁﬁféfj‘)aﬁ

S BLS ey 4 5 b5 s 4 By 5 ST ol 5 Jows gz Okl 10 5 65 5,




=

...}.ga):.?).am" o\.; s }..»)ng_,'a.l:émc—}b;‘

s 8 5 oSy S oY o okd g pblis w5
@l Eon b pode e 4 spme O S Koo b g
Sigma Scan, Jandel Scientific, San Rafael, 1
-l L S Ges 5 Sn e Gn g (CA, USA)
253 35y alade o 03,57 Cws 4 sl b (6,8

(Y oK 5 Hassanpour) s 8 eslical

(g 7o ko) 5 o= g 308 (NVE) X 5, I X 5 5,0

(SODI) ¥V 5b samss S 0 (51805 Ol (o e 12
A8  slbs s leT clsyles ow s (Catalase) 5N6S
03 b sad dhoo B slessl Cgr 9 I ol HiS slads g
225 2 RNA 215l 0l b 5w gl sl By
gl Gl ks e 3LE (Sl s Ve sles s
Jls codd 55 S Cdb 5l p S ke Vo« RNA
5 6l (05 &S 55 4 glae) RNX PLUS s, st
548 Bl OT 4 p o5 IS Jgloms s Seo Vo (S5 5l
Jolre 55 5 058 Sah mle dds 53 553 WYerr Copu b
gl Al d e (IV0) b1 5 Jgbsnsnl 0353 b dn
e sars S 5ICDNA W ol ey 0LL & RNA
S 5 Jges PrimeScript ™ RT Reagent Kit
s Hassanpour) (i eslizul (13 5558 L6 654 55 50
5 Coda 05 Olse 4 SODL 5 V6 lagys (Ye 04 o, Ken
b a5 oyl 5 Sl e e 05 015t 4 81 05
Kb g3 epes L6 Primer-Blast il 5 i estizal

(www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/tools/primer- sl
blast/index.cgi?LINK_LOC = BlastHome)
ol -y Lug 3 gs""J]’

(www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/tools/  Nucleotide -
Gallus gallus) ol ¢35 Js* L blast/index.cgi)

JoSKe 5 Gl byl 03 eolamsl s awlie 54

Sys0 Gljmly Jg Y Jsde s S Jols Ol 5

@%ﬂ%/w

oWl (S 03Il Dlae

Sba Syge & 055 SR 5 ST O e (5,8 0510
e Jds e L alos Sloy 53 D) g 4 g plasl
).s.uwc:ma;&l.é_l} 09 ol 5 g5 anlone (gloy9s Oy so
Sl L LI Jsol Gilee (S Jsol 4lS G ()
Pl 55 ad o8ty hasn st s AEELT
Aol a Sis oSobe 4 s b (S5 FY o 3.3 S
e Yook o db s 5l LSl e ) 4 s anksd
o 5 S oIl LB Ojs ks HRES e 5 5, 2
D354 Conly ot 055 Cmd A3 8 0255 5 I 33 b S
sl ses (Y41 Khajali 5 Saedi) ws alows bk S
9 550 Sl aids 53 5 YO e L alds Vr Sde 4 O
(MDA) T 0l chile om ¢l oeT oty p e
Olse 4 WlTes ol chle 258 13 oslizul 34
S izl | ol o O ol ST, ins 0L 457 (6, S
Gy sbaosls i ¢, o5l (VAAF) Turner s Nair :s,
05 GLM w5 51 eslinal b sl el 7 b LIB s ooeT
5 40 dy0 (Y0¥ SAS) 4\ wseus SAS o LT 58l
3037 oy 4 Uaslod ko aglin sd 8515 (o LT oo

A el 2 /00 (gl mlaw s o5 glawls L
s Khajali iy, 51 eslizal b essy 585550 o 2
035y Comnd ¥l Lok 23S 51 e (YVF) 0L
¥) 035 o5 (010K 3l g 2o Lo ¥) a3l Joli &S 57
Sl 1) el s (ansjlss O b o e osly 51 S e il
S el ¥ Dlakad (035, o5 b 4 558 sbess, 5l J8 7
o g 5 st (PH=Y) (S dglows b 5 0d 03ls i
e AD 0313 13 ESTOMST U 5 4ids FO Sode 4
100 JS61 s J13 53 5 ol &SI Jsloms S i g
JHls eagy Sl (TS, sy LS S
S ghie 4 Cgr i ooy 1 ek el Koy
L (s_gjgujjgy ) o oK P odkd K, slad ol
05,50 0 35l s 4 L hie (>l &5 Sl eslizal



(Rotor Gene Q 6000, Qiagen,  Slugey
(efficiency) os;b 03,57 cawds (g1, .45 osls LI SUSA)
Line Reg PCR (508 b,y jl biaises I S5 jn
ol bl g (Yo Dorak) b sy, 5l 5 s eslizal

3 5 eslizal iole3T (slasles )3 0

\VQVJLGJ cd‘éc}lﬁgfb ¢ \ \AOJL«.‘;

Real — time  plol Cgor b pos bas oo 0L 1) o5lizal
Sybr- 45" ;1 ¢, VLY 505 4 6l ks o3LT PCR
B 5SOD ,uf, VUL ¢pnl5 5528 6,86 o5 ,a Green
e 5 BlSleld ol Sl CDNA ;iLpy Y68 5 8T
o8s 53 5 oLy YOHL & 0353 ke ST 03531 b b s

PCR 519 38 oo 4 5 557 4 (Sl ool 3 Olasmio plo g e i - ¥ Jou>

03 s Gl i) ankss J5b @bold IS

B-Actin F:5'-AGCGAACGCCCCCAAAGTTCT-3' 139 NM_205518.1
R:5-AGCTGGGCTGTTGCCTTCACA-3'

CAT F:5-TGGCGGTAGGAGTCTGGTCT-3' 112 NM_001031215.1
R:5-GTCCCGTCCGTCAGCCATTT-3'

SOD1 F:5-CACTGCATCATTGGCCGTACCA-3’ 223 NM_205064.1
R:5-GCTTGCACACGGAAGAGCAAGT-3’

Abbreviations: CAT, catalase; SOD1, superoxide dismutase 1.
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