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Comparison of growth performance of two Kalkouhi and Turkmen young mal camel
ecotypes (Camelus dromedarius) in enclosed breeding method
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Growth and fattening characteristics of 32 young male camels consisting of two Kalkouhi and
Turkmen ecotypes with an average age of 151+ 31 days and an average weight of 141.77 +
29.55 kg for nine months for three light, medium and heavy weight groups was examined. The
camels were housed in an animal husbandry and were hand-fed twice a day with alfalfa, straw,
concentrate and forage from the pasture. The amount of feed consumed and leftover of camels
was recorded daily and the weight of camels was recorded monthly. Weight gain was calculated
individually at monthly and whole periods. The amount of feed consumed and residue were
recorded daily and calculated for the whole period in groups with feed conversion ratio. The
initial weight of the camels as an auxiliary variable and the weight of the following months was
entered as a repeatable record in the analysis model. The mean of least squares of traits was
calculated and the significance test of the effective effects on the studied traits was performed
using the mixed procedure of SAS software. The effect of ecotype (P <0.01), initial weight and
weight groups on growth and feed consumption performance and feed conversion ratio of
ecotypes was significant (P<0.05). The mean daily feed consumption, daily weight gain and
feed conversion ratio for Kalkohi ecotype 11.83%£1.01, 0.379+3 and 9.94+1.57 kg and for
Turkmen ecotype 4.31+1.05, 0.430+0.10 and 9.83+1.08 kg were obtained respectively. The
mean total weight gain was 102.33+5/03 for Kalkouhi and 103.33+5.03 kg and 116.01+ 8.84 kg
for Turkmen (P <0.05). The results of the present research showed that the Turkmen ecotype
has better growth and fattening performance than the Kalkouhi ecotype.

4[ Key words: Intensive breeding, Turkmen and Kalkouhi camels, Growth and fattening traits
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